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E Tears ago when at. Scar: 
15 borough, - whither I went to. drink 
e. Vaters for my Health, I con- 
l trated an acquaintance with @ worthy 
rr Gentleman of the Law. The Subjects of 
our Converſation were commonly Hiſt ory, Law, or 
Literature, Once in diſcourſe he mentioned to me 
(1 do. not remember now upon what Occaſion) this - 
critical Piece of the Biſhop af Rocheſter, Dr. Atter- 
ray ey Curioſity prompted me. to ach him, whether 
be bad it then by bim, and if I could have a Sight 
Fit. The Gentleman very ob gin ly not onlygr ant. 
ed the Requeſt, by ſending the Ms. e the ne 
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to me the next 
a 2 Morning 


5 „een 
Morning; but alſo gave me afterwards Leave 
to tate, if I would,” a Copy; which I did, having 
been before Hand aſſured, that it had never appear- 

ed in Print. I could not but wonder, confidering 

tlie Repatation- of the Author, and the excellency 
of the Performance, that it had been ſo long 
kept from the Eyes of tbe Publick. Upon this, 
I thought an Edition of it would be acceptable 
zo the.. Republic l of Letters. The Segſon of the 

water being over, I came to Town, and gave 
the MS: in order to be Printed, to a Man em- 
ploy d in the Bookſeller's Trade; who very glad 
of the Opportunity, charged himſelf with the Print- 
ing of it. The Bool was almoſt ready for the 
Publication, when I had the Fortune to have the 
Peruſal ' of the original Copy, by which I found 

Mine not to be an entire nor a 7 one. This 
t a to the Publiſhing of the Book: And 
25 ; * under —a75 Mix whether thoſe 
Viarieties and Additions obſerved in the” Original, 
were to be Printed at the End of the Book, as Ad- 
denda and Errata; or rather to have the whole 
Printed again; In that while, I ſay, the Un- 


dertaker of the Preſs ( for what Motive it is 
beft known to himſelf) thought convenient to pro- 


ceed 


c 


e 


cee „ it . ghee che Dejign, was. 


intirely laid afide. I. bad tben prepared a. Gris. 


tical "Diſſertation, to be Printed "together with: 


the Author's - W ork, as a Vindication for hit 
woting and interpreting Virgil's paſſage, di — 
from the- commom a! receiud 

and Inter peration. T a Vindication I t 
moſt neceſſary to be j join 'd't0.the Book, left the Author 


 Jhould' have. unjuſtly. fallen under the Cenſure of 


the Critiels; and by. it bis Memory exposd 10 
neu Aae du. 


1 ee after. this Diſappointment, 1 was 


_—T ged to go into the Country, where FA made 
a longer flay than I wiſhd: and as ſoon as 


I came 'back to .Town,' I was ſeid d with a 
moſt violent and dangerous Diſtemper ; under 
which I have laboured theſe two Years, neither 


am now intirely free from it. While, under ſo 


melancholy a Condition, the Reader may eafily be- 
lieve — I knew but very little of what paſſed in 
the World; being confin'd in my Room, and, what 
WAS more grievous to me, Jeprig 'd of that Relief, 
which People under. Afliftions find in 3 
rion. Ir was. but lately, and by accident, that 
* with an old Friend, I came to ow that 
this 
Wo” 


* { 


® | 0 vi ) . 
aun critical Piece had bean Publifh'd in one of the =» 
Magazines; which, after inquiry, I found to be 
the London Magazine of January 1738. I war 
not a little ſurpriſed at this News, and to ſay 
tbe Truth, with Jome Indignation; confidering, 
rhat ſo valuable a "Piece of Criticiſm ſhould have 
2 no better way to appear in Publict, but 

g the Rubbiſh of a Magazine. Upon this I 
ood to execute what formerly intended, and 
_ which would have been before this Time offefted, 
had it not been prevented, partly by the humour or 
Private View of others, and partly by my con- 
 tinual ill ate of Health. - I fhall now therefore 
gent the Reader with the Biſhop's Work and 
bis own Notes upon it, compared with the original 
Copy; ſo that he may be ſure to rea it as it 
was 33 by the Author : To this 1 have, ac- 
cording to the Ferst Defion, added my Diſſerta- | 
non ußon a various Reading and Interpretation of 
8 Paſſage, in 8 A the Author. os 


1 flatter myſelf, that my Eullasbos- in "ey 
Abs ing to the publick View the Work of fopolite . 
2 Scholar, ns * the Biſhop _—_ in u better Man- 

ner than it did appear for the' furt Time; I 2 
Batter myſelf, I ſay, it will meet with 4 favour- 


able Reception from the learned Reader, who can- 
not 
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not - but ith mt Pluaſurs ſee" Fuftite 1hus done 
„e abe "Merit, wegs of rde Aurbdr n \ bs Pep 
nanõ -t "ru ch eden Nu „A Son 


in bod. hy Los A ee e Bb 0: 
A for" wy ppm, ſome, 7 fan; wil 
e 7 Pongs, and condemn 575 
Making 100 be Puh; Au ve ey 
Mond. e link kene a" dee *. 
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In anſwer to the, Iwill not 2 fir my De- 


a fence to the Example of many learned Men,who have 
4 ſpared no Time nor Pains in writing at large on the 
_ like Subjefts: neither will I infft on the Uſeful- 
1 neſs and Advantages of ſuch Inquiries, to the better 
F underſtanding the Claſſicks, and to diſcover in them 
it Beauties Artifices unknown before, which other- 
— wiſe would have been loſt. I ſhall only ſay, that 
a- BB be Subject be as little Important as ſome will 
of have it; yet it ought to be confidered, that fince 1 
8 was to clear and ſettle the Point in u in or- 
dier to vindicate the Author, I ed to do 
FED it in ſuch a Manner, as to hood. _ if poſ- 
kts © fible, for further Objeftions: l could nor (at 
an: Þ} aft to my Satifattion) have been done without 


be 


* * et both the Reaſons that might 
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Fro and: . aud the Authorities thas, - 
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the Work increaſed" under my Hand, and ig riß 
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1a is in VigeL: 


| Ne £ 0 R. | 7 
5 a An The Cunaracter n * 7 9 
\ | 
* Antonin Jy, Phyſician to Auguſtus, e. 


„ 
TA — N Zenn che particular Fi res, 
N ve know, are often taken from Tigures 
I) 4 8 and the caſe, I doubt not, is the ſame 
AER Cor. I. with reſpect to many Characters in the 
ZEneid, which were not drawn by the Poet at 
random. The Manner in which 7; irgil repreſents 
thoſe feigned Perſons, has ſomething in it, that 
ſhews . to have been copied 2 living Ori- 
ginals; and therefore, beautiful as thoſe ID 
are, we loſe half their W * not Knowin 
fat for them. 
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Virgil ſeems particularly touch'd with the 
Charms of Friendſhip; and has therefore em- 
ploy'd all his Art to illuſtrate it in the Perſons: 
of Euryatus and, iſus ; , whom he introduces 
for the Purpoſe, into two of his beſt Epiſodes, 
and dwells largely in both, on the little Circum- 
ſtances of their Story. This he has not done with 
regard to any other of the ſubaltern characters 
in the Æneid, and we muft ſuppoſe him there- 
fore very fond of the Subject; eſpecially, if con- 
ſidered as the moſt exact, reſerved, and judicious 
of Writers. Is it not natural to think, that in 
this, and many other caſes, he has ſcatter d thro 
his Works ws: Ba d Names, the true Reſem- 
blances of ſome wt his moſt intimate Friends; 
endeavoured by that Means, to give them a. 
_ of the Immorality, which his Poem was 
enjoy? Tho' by the Negligence and Stupi- 
dity of thoſe who made Comments upon him, 
and faid nothing of theſe ſecret Views, his De- 
fign has in great Meaſure miſcarried. | 


For Inftance: Can any one read thoſk admi- 
rable Lines at the End of the ſecond Epiſode, 
en to thoſe two Friends, NL 


Fortunati ambo! f ould mea carmina poſſunt, 
Mulla dies unguam memori vos eximet aevo 


Dun 


r 


1-- 
=. 


iT & 18 
Dum domus Æneae Capitoli immobile Jaxum 
Accolet, Imperiumque Pater Romanus babebit. 


I fay, can any one read thoſe Lines, without judg- 
ing immediately, that Virgil muſt have had two 
Romans in his Eye when he wrote them, whoſe 
Character, Friendſhip, and Fate is deſcribed 
under that of Euryalus and Wiſus ? What elſe 

can juſtify ſo pathetick an Excuriads of the Poet 
in his own Name? f 


& quid mea carmina poſſunt, lc. 


A Liberty not allow'd to Ep pic Writers, and ſcarce 
taken by him in palſy a Part of his Work; 
except where he invokes the Muſe to aſſiſt him 
on ſome extraordinary Occaſion. Nor would it 
perhaps have been altogether excuſable here, had 
not known Perſons, js. a real Event been ſha- 
dow'd under this poetical Fiction. That Augu- 
Aus fate for the Character of Eneas, is 


by the Commentators, even by thoſe of them 
that are leaſt attentive to ſuch Obſervations. 


And indeed, what Horace and Virgil himſelf ſay 
on this Head, puts it out of Doubt. Virgil in 
the Introduction to his third Georgick, added 
probably after he had formed the Plan of the 
#neid, intimates his Deſign in theſe Verſes: 

B 2 Mox 


94 


Mox ramen ardentes accingar dicere Prugnas. 
Cæſaris, & nomen fams tot ferre per annos - 
 Tithoni primd quot abeſt ab origine Czſar-: 


Which implies, that the Battles and other famous 
Exploits of Auguſtus ſhould be deliver d down to- 
Poſterity, in the reſembling Circumſtances of thoſe 
of Æneat. Horace ſpeaks yet more plainly to- 
the Point, where he writes to Auguſtus himſelf, 
and gives him an Advantage over the Mace- 
donian Hero in this reſpect, that Alexander's out- 
ward Lineaments only had been taken by the ex- 
quiſite Artiſts of his Time; whereas the very Mind 
and Manners of Auguſtus had been deſcribed by- 
Virgil and Yarius. He mentions- their Names, 
and then adds, mn 


Mec magis expreſſi vultus per ahenea figna, 
Ruam per vatis opus mores animique virorum 
Magnorum apparent. 


Harius had done this in his Panegyrick on Aug 
flus, now loſt, and irgil can only. be ſuppoſed to. 
have done it in the Character and Actions of, 
LEneas. 1 

3 


2 


As the Hero of Virgil was certainly intended to 
expreſs Auguſtus, (of which many Proofs, if neceſ- 
fary, might be given) ſo divers Characters in 
his Poem were doubtleſs deſign'd, as I have 
faid, for particular Perſons, well known at the 
Time when Virgil wrote. Such 1 ſuppoſe, the 
Character of : Japis in the twelfth Aneid to 
to have been, and Antonius Muſa the Phyſician 
of Auguſtus to be repreſented by it. He was of 
the Court and Retinue of that Prince, and atten- 
ded his Perſon, as Japis attends '/Zneas in his 
Campaigns, and Voyages. He was very intimate. 
with Virgil and Horace, as appears from an Epi- 
gram addreſsd to him by: the former, ſtill re- 
maining among the Catalecta, and by what the 
latter ſays of him in one of his Epiſtles; both of 
them had infirm Conſtitutions, one we know, was 
under Mzuſa's Care on that Account, and ſo we 
may juſtly. believe was the other. It is no Wonder 
therefore, if Virgil, the moſt grateful of Men to 


4” 
14 


his Freinds and Benefactors; ſhould have been wil- 


ling to do Honour to his Memory by find- 
ing a Place for him in his Poem. He ſeems to 
have wounded ZZneas on : Purpoſe to introduce 
Topis for the Cure: Which, after ſome Thoughts 
ſpent on the Reaſonableneſs of this Incident, as 
he has plac'd it, is che beſt Account I can give 

» Ii of 


L 6 ] 

of it. For it is certainly employed, when one 
would leaſt have expected it, when tlie acid 
haſtens towards a Cloſe, when the two Armies are 

engaged ſor the laſt Time and with the greateſt 
— and when the ſingle Fight between ueat 
and Turnus is juſt coming on, by which the whole 
is to be determin d; the Action then grown hot, 
and at its height, cools and ſtands perfectly Rill, 
while Lapis is performing the Cure on 
At ſuch a Time and in ſuch an Exigence, the 
friendly Defign of the Poet to immortalize the 
Phyſician, is perhaps the | beſt-/ ar wn we can 
give of . his Conducts | . * ö 


| Indeed Muſa deſerv d proc nba 4 by 
the Pen of Virgil; for he was eminent in his Fa- 
culty beyond all his Contemporaries, as Iapit id 
ſaid to have been, Phebo ante aliot dilectus. He 

had recovered Auguſtus from a dangerous Ilineſs, 
and was ſo dear to the People of Name on that 


Account, that a publick Statue was erected: to his 
Honour. Iapis in like Manner heals neas; and 
it may be obſerved, (if that Remark be not too 
minute) that both the Cures were perform d by 
Bathing. The Statue for Japi was wanting-to 
compleat the Parallel. Virgil has added it? 
giving us ſuch à noble Likeneſs 2 ___ 
outlaſt * et | 


# > 
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For certainly the Character of Epi here diſ- 
play d, ia one of the moſt moral, beautiful, and 
perfect in its Kind of any that is to be met with 
in the whole nid, It is painted according to 
the Diſtinction made by the Tralians, as to the 
Works of their great Maſters ; not only con di- 
ligenza, or con fludio,. but con amore. There is a 
Fondneſs of Expreſſion (if I may be allowed that. 
Phraſe) uſed Ng Virgil in tracing and heightning 
the ſeveral Parts of} it; ſo that. it muſt have been 
a favourite Piece: And upon examining it through- 
out, one cannot help thinking that he had ſome 


Friend of the Faculty preſet to his R while 
be was drawir ng it. 1 | 


Th fir the Sake of fuch led; that I ſhall 


e Ar Reflections on this Head; and in the 
of them ſhall have him often in my View, 
as — irgil had Mu/a, without. naming him. 


 £Eneas juſt ready to engage Turnus, is woundad 
by an Arrow from an unknown Hand, and obli- 
ged to retire from the Field' of Battle to his Tent, 
ſupported by M. neſtheus. and Achates.. 1 


The Words of irgil on the Occaſion of this 
Wound. receiv'd, are very remarkable. 
Ecce 


u 
Ecce viro ftridens alis allapſa ſagitta eſt, 
& Incertum gud pulſa manu, Juo turbine adacta, 
cc Nuit tantam Rutulis laudem, caſuſne Deuſne 


= Atrullerit, 'breſſa ef infignis gloria fatty 
« Wee ſeſe Aneæ Jaftavit uulnere Ele 


Why all this Variety of Expreſſion to tell us that 
it was 15 known from what Hand the Wound 
came? N oching is more common than ſuch a 
Circumſtance in a Battle. He lays, one would 
think, more Weight on this Particular than it de- 
ſerves; but he intends it by, Way of Contraſt to 


what is to follow, where he wil. not only. men- 
tion him that heal'd the Wound, but give us alſo 
e Account of his Talents and Charac- 


* 
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I ſhall recite the whole Paſſage relating to Tapis 
as it lies in the Poem, and then. ſuggeſt ſome Re- 
flections upon it. Some of theſe may perhaps he 
new, even to thoſe who are well acquainted with 
J. gil; and few of them, I believe will be found 
cither in his ancient or modern m eee 


. - 3 Jamie 
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3 aderat Phoebo ante alias di lau. On 


FJahdes  acri guondam cui captut amor 
Is/e 2 artes, ſua munera letus Apollo _ 
| Augurium, citharamque dedit, celereſque Sagittas. 
Ille, ut depoſiti proferret fata Parentis, | 
Scire bote ſfates berbarum, uſumque medendi 
Maluit, & mutas agitare inglorius artes 
Stabat acerba fremens, ingentem nixus in haſtam 
Eneat, magno juvenum & mærentit Juli 55 
Concurſu, lachrymis immobilis. Ille returto 
Pæonium in morem ſenior ſuccinctus amictu, 
Multa manu medica Phebique potentibus Berber 
Wequidguam trepidat, nequidquam Spicula dextra 
Sollicitat, prenſatque tenaci forcipe ferrum 
Mulla viam Fortuna regit : nibil auctor Apollo 
Subvenit : & ſævus campis magis ac magis horror 
Crebreſcit, propiuſque malumeſ. Jam pulvere cælum 
Stare vident : ſubeunt equites, & ſpicula caſtri: 
Denſa cadunt mediis. It triſtis ad ethera clamor 
Bellantum Iuvenum, & duro ſub Marte cadentum. 
Cc 52 Hic 


a | 
Hic Venus, indigno nati concuſſa dolore, 


Dictamnum genetrix Cretaea carpit ab Ida, 
Puberibus caulem foliis, & fore comantem | 
Purpureo : non illa feris incognita capris 
: | | Gramina, cum ter go volucres heſere ſagittae. 
Hoc Venus, obſcuro faciem circumdata nimbo, 
Detulit : hoc fuſum labris ſplendentibus amnem 
Inficit, occulte medi cans : fpargitque ſalubres 
Ambrofiae ſuccos, & odoriferam panaceam. 
Fovit ea vulnus lympba longaevus Tapis 
| | Ignoraus; ſubitoque omnis de corpore fugit 
1 Rurppe dolor : omnis ſtetit imo in vulnere ſanguis. 
Jamgue ſecuta manum, nullo cogente, ſagitta 
Excidit, atque novae rediere in priſtina vires. 
Arma Citi properate vi r0. quid flatis ? Tapis 
Conclamat, primuſque animos accendit in hoſtes. 
Non haec humanis opibus, non arte magiſtra 
Proveniunt, neque te, ZEnea, mea dextera ſervat : 


Major agit Deus, atque opera ad majora remittit. 


Te avidus pugnae & 


How 


( 1 


How recommendable and beautiful an Idea has 


Virgil here given us 'of this Phyſician? He 
reckons up the four Arts *, in which Apollo 
was ſuppoſed to excell, which were under his 

culiar Patronage, and which he deſtributed, as 
* pleas d, to his Votaries and Favourites. In 


chree of theſe, he tells us, Iapis, when young, 


had made great Advances, but neglected the 
Study of them, and purſu'd only the fourth, the 
Skill of Medicine, that by the means of it, he 
might protract the Life of an aged Father, then 
labouring under ſome great Infirmity ; whoſe 
Name therefore Virgil records, together with that 
of the Son, Tapis Tafides. 


Of all the Motives that could determine a Man 
to the Study of Phyſick preferably to other Arts 
and Sciences, ſure the worthieſt and beſt is that of 
filial Piety. Tis what diſtinguiſhes the Character 
even of the Hero of the Æneid, and was a remark- 
able part of Virgil's own, as appears from ſome 
Verſes he compos'd at the time of his Flight 
from Mantua, wherein his Father accompany'd 
him, and of whoſe Danger he there ſpeaks with 
all imaginable Concern and Tendernefs. It was 


natural therefore for him to adorn his Friend 


| C 2 with 
Vide Note at the End. 


| (| 885 

with a Quality, which he himſelf priz'd and 
poſſeſs d: and perhaps, if we knew Mſa's Story, 
we ſhould find that there was ſomething in it 
parallel, even in this reſpect, to what is here ſaid 
of Tapis. | 


His determining himſelf to be a Phyſician upon 
the laudable Motive. before mention'd, is till 
farther recommended to us by this heightning 
Circumſtance, that he poſſeſſed the other Arts 
in Perfection, and exercis'd them with Skill and 
Succeſs. Thus much, I think, is ſtrongly implied 
in theſe emphatical Words, 


2 Acri quondam cui captus amore 


« Tpſe ſua artes, ſua munera letus Apollo 


« Augurium, citbaramque dedit celeręſque 2 
gittas. . 


The Gifts of the Gods to thoſe they favour 
and love, are always to be ſuppoſed perfect, 
and not made by es Tapis therefore muſt 
have excell'd in thoſe Arts, which he renounced 
for the Study of Phyſick, and theſe Arts were 
all fuch as the Romans held in high Eſteem. 
The College of Augurs, and the Library of 
Apollo in the Vatican, ſufficiently prove the re- 


geard 


c 


* 


r 


gard that was paid to the two firſt; and as 


to the third, expteſs d by Sagittæ, it means the 
Peritia jaculandi in general; includes the Art 


of managing the Javelin or Dart as well as the 


Bow; and was one of thoſe military Exerciſes, 
in which the Romans, whoſe Empire was owing 
to their Arms, excelled. N ' 282 


Divination, Poetry, and Soldiery, were all 
honourable and. advantageous to thoſe that pro- 
feſs d them; and yet Japis, intent upon recover- 
ing his Father, quits them all for a Profeſſion, 
which was not then in high Repute, and made 
no great Figure and Noiſe in the World, except 
what is borrow'd ſometimes from the Character 
and Perfections of ſome excellent Perſon, who 
happen' d to practiſe it. 


Uſumque medendi 
Maluit, & mutas agitare inglorius artes. 


We are not to wonder, that Virgil rewards this 
pious Concern of Tapis for the Life of his Fa- 
ther by lengthening his own: he ſtiles him Senior 
in one place, and Longævus in another. He 
makes him on this account dearer to the on 
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of Medicine than the reſt of the Tribe, and 
advances him to be prime Phyſician to the 
Founder of the Roman Empire, and Author of 
the Race of Iulus. The good Qualities and great 
Talents of Tapis have, by Virgil's means, a Re- 
compence which is proportion'd to his Merit, and 
the juſt Conſequence of it. Were the prime 
Phyſicians of Princes always prefer'd with as 
much Juſtice, perhaps many of thoſe Princes 
would fit longer on their Thrones than they 
do, and reach the Years of Æneas or Auguſtus. 


It may be obſerv d, how ſhort and yet juſt 
and full an Account, Hirgil here gives us of the 
Extent of Phyſick and Surgery, as then jointly 
exercis d. He makes them to conſiſt in the 
Knowledge of the Power of Simples and in grea 
Uſe and Experience. 


Scire poteſtates Herbarum, uſumque medendi. 


The one relates to the Theory of that Art, thc 
other to the Practice; without the latter of 
theſe, he infinuates the former can be of no 
| ſervice; and for this reaſon alſo he may be 
ſuppos d to have aſcrib d Longevity to his Japis. 
The Materia Medica then conſiſting chiefly in 

i | Botany 


Botany might be acquir d in early Years ; but 
Age, and long Uſe were requiſite to mellow and 


ripen the Phyſician in the Art of Healing. There 
are no uſeleſs Words we ſee in Virgil; all he 
ſays is full of good Sence, and will afford us 
wiſe Reflections, if we have but the Skill and 


the Patience ſufficient to unfold them. 


It will not be thought refining, I hope, EX - 
ſuppoſe alſo. Virgil's meaning in this Paſſage, to 


have been to intimate to us, that Art and In- 


duſtry, however neceſſary in Phyſick, are not ſuffi- 
cient without an happy Genius or Diſpoſition of 
Nature, which peculiarly fits Men for that Pro- 
feſſion, and which ſeems born with them, and 
deriv d immediately from the Dicty. Twas by the 
particular Favour of Apollo that Tapis excell'd: 
If he had not been Phebo ante alios dlilectus, 
he had never arriv'd to the height of his Fa- 
culty. The Son of Syrach has ſaid the ſame thing 
with greater Authority. Honour a Phyſician (ſays 
he) with the Honour due unto him, for the 
Lord hath created him. Of the Moſs High 
cometh healing. And he hath given Men Skill, 
that he might be honoured in his marvellous 
Works. It may be thought indecent thus to 


mix what is Sacred with what is Profane ; but 


I 


60 
I, cite the Author of Ecclgſiaſticus on this oc- 


caſion, merely as a wiſe Obſerver of Men and 
Things, without regard to his Character on 
other Accounts. And as ſuch perhaps I ſhall 
take leave to cite him * ere I end theſe 


Papers. = 

When Iapis goes to Work, we find the Me- 
thods employ'd by him to have been, a Bath of 
Herbs, and the Uſe of the Forceps. In the 
one of theſe Virgil includes the Remedies; in 
the other the Inſtruments of Surgery. And he 
particularly (more than once) Notice of 
the Manus Medica. 


—— Multa manu medica trepida —— 
Spicula dextra 
Sollicitat---- 
Jamque ſecuta manum nullo cogente ſagitta. 
—Meque te, LEnea, mea dextera ſervat. 


Or that Dexterity in 1 the Part affected, 
which is look d upon, as one of the beſt and 
happieſt Qualification of thoſe that are employ d 
on ſuch Occaſions. He ſeems alſo to imply, 
that the Practitioners of that Time had a pe- 


culiar and becoming Dreſs, by which they were 
| diſtin- 


17 J 


diſtinguiſh d, 1 which was tuck d up or thrayn 
back, N not laid aſide, at the Time when 
they perform d ſuch Operations. At leaſt ſuch 
an Habit is by Virgil provided for Iapis; and 
by that means, ſome Addition, as it were, is 


made to the Gravity of his Character. 


- — Ilie retorto | 
Paeonium in morem ſenior ſuccinctus amictu. 


Unleſs we will ſay, that this Circumſtance was 
intended to expreſs the extraordinary Diligence 
of Tapis in dreſſing his Maſter, without loſing 
any time, even by laying aſide his Habit. I 
ſhould have thought ſo indeed, if the Words 
Paeonium in morem did not ſeem to refer to 


ſomewhat cuſtomary. 


Virgil has otherwiſe taken Care to expreſs 
the Diligence of Tapis in attending Areas, and 
his Sollicitude in performing the Cure. þ ow: 
firſt Words, by which he introduces him, 
Famque 3 &c. He is at the T * 2 
ſee, almoſt as ſoon as Æneas himſelf; nor does 
it appear that he was ſo much as ſent for on this 
Occaſion. The Rumour of the Maſter's Wound 
ſoon reach'd the faithful and vigilant mrs 

D an 
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an immediately we find him on the Spot; 
Jamque aderat. This is not always the Caſe 
of thoſe that excel in the Faculty, but where- 
ever it is, gives a particular Luſtre to their 
Character: 


The Care and Anxiety of Japis in the O- 
peration, and his turning himſelf every way to 
give Zneas Relief are thus in the, moſt lively 
and emphatical Manner ſet out. 


| — Ille retorto 
Paeonium in norem ſenior ſuccictus amictu 
Multa manu Medica, Phoebique potentibus herbis 
Wequicquamt trepidat, nequicquam ſpicula dextra 
Sollicitat, prenſatque tenaci forcipe ſerrum. 
Mulla viam fortuna regit, nihil auctor Apollo 
Stbvenit — | 


Several Methods of his Art, which he em- 
ploy'd, are particularly expreſs'd ; and it is inti- 
mated to us, that he employ'd all, tho' none 
ſucceded. Nevertheleſs he deſiſts not, nor is diſ- 
courag'd, but continues his Applications till a 
Divine Power comes to his Aſſiſtance, and bleſſes 
his honeſt and ſkilful, tho' hitherto fruitleſs En- 


deavours. Hie 


T 
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Hic Venus, indigno nati concuſſa dolore, 
Dictamnum genetrix Cretaea carpit ab Ida, 
Puberibus caulem foliis, & flore comantem 
Purpureo : non illa feris incognita Capris 
Gramina, cum tergo volucres haeſere fagitte 


The Moral I would ſuppoſe couch'd under this 
Part of the Relation is, that where human Art 
fails, divine Aid begins, whenever the Cauſe and 
the Perſon juſtify ſuch an Interpoſition. And 
it is intimated alſo to us, that the Gods ſome- 
times give extraordinary Succeſs to the Preſcrip- 
tions of a good Phyſician, who is at the ſame 
Time a good Man: So that it is wiſe in us, 
when we want the Aſſiſtance of the Faculty, 
to make Uſe of thoſe in it, who are of this 
Character. It is plain that Taps relied not 
wholy on his own Skill, but had ſecretly invok'd 
the God of Medicine, while he was buſted in 
the Cure, The Words 


- — Mihil autor Apollo 
Stubventt-=—=- 


ſufficiently imply it. 
| DD 2 This 
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This Method of Practice would now perliaps 
be thought a little ſingular, nor was it then 
I ſuppoſe, very common; fince the eldeſt and 
| moſt frmous Profeſſor of the Art, Hippocrates, is 
| obſerved, through all his Works to have mention d 
To bee but once; and even then it is diſputed 
by his Commentators, whether that Phraſe had 
any Relation to the Deity. However, Virgil, we 
ſee, was not afham'd to join theſe two Quali- 
fications together, the Uſe of Remedies, and a 
Dependance on the Gods for the Succeſs : And 
he has done it not here only, but in other 
Places of his Poem; particuliarly, where he men- 
tions Hippolytus, as brought to Life by the 
Favour of Diana, and the Skill of AÆſculapius. 


Paeoniis revocatum herbis, & amore Dianae. 


Will it be indecent after this, if I once more cite 
the Son of Syrach's Authority to the ſame Pur- 
poſe? There is, fays he, a Time, when in the 
Hand of the Phyſician there is good Succeſs : for 
he ſhall (not only preſcribe, but) pray unto the 
Lord, that he would proſper what he gives for 
Eaſe and Remedy to prolong Life, This it ſeems 
was a Notion that prevail d among the Tews 
and Heathens as ta the Practice of Ry ; 
W 
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would it be any Diſgrace to us, if it were 
countenanc'd a little among Chriſtians ? But theſe 
Reflections are perhaps too ſerious. I proceed to 
thoſe that may be thought leſs exceptionable. 


After Venus had ſecretly made the Infuſion. 


Fovit ea vulnus lympha longevus Tapis 
Ignorans 


Tho' Virgil preſents Tapis as knowing and ex- 
1 in his Art, he thinks not that he 
eſſens his Character, by imputing Ignorance 
in the preſent Caſe to him. Divine Aſſiſt- 
ances are unfeen and unfelt at the Time they 
are communicated : They, appear only by the 
Effect, which when it happen'd, we ſhall find 
Lapis to be the firſt who perceiv'd and own'd 
it. Tis no Reproach to his Skill, that he did 
not himſelf light on this Remedy and apply 
it: How ſhould he? wher two of the Ingre- 
dients where ſuch as a God. only at that In- 
ſtant could furniſh, the Juice of Ambroſia, 
and the Dictamnum or Dittany, that grew on 
Mount Ida, and on that Mountain only? It 
ſeems the Vertue of that Herb conſiſted in ap- 
plying it green, and in the Flower. 1 


622) 


— Puberibus fol & flore comantem 


Purpureo — — 


In like Manner, as the wild Goats of C2ze 
made uſe of it. * Tapis therefore could not poſ- 
ſibly be Maſter of it without the help of ſome 
Divinity. Each way Virgil takes care, that the 
confeſs d Ignorance of Iapis ſhould be no Blemiſh 
to him here; as we ſhall find that his own 
ready Acknowledgment of it afterwards does 
him great Honour. 


Upon Japss's continuing to bathe the Part, 
after this Infuſion, thy Cure is performed in 
in an inſtant, 


— Subitoque onnis de corpore fugit 


Quippe dolor, omnis etit imo in vulnere  ſanguis: 


Jamque ſecuta manum, nullo 197 85 ſagitta 
Excidit ' 


Three a . $; ymptoms of this Cure are in 


theſe Verſes diſtintly expreſs'd, The Pain 
 LEneas, 


* Vide Note at the End. 
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ZEneas felt vaniſh'd at once, the Blood ceas' d 
to guſh from his Wound, and the Arrow itſelf 
ped eaſily out of it. It is obſervable how 
theſe ſeveral Effects are adapted to the ſeveral 
Ingredients, that were thrown into the Bath 
by Venus. The Dittany looſens the Arrow: 
e Plant he calls Panacea remov'd the Pain 
(for ſo the very Derivation of the Word 
implies) and the Succus ſalubris Ambrofie, 
whatever that Juice was, help'd to ſtanch the 
Blood, and cloſe the Wound by its healing Qua- 
lity. 80 exactly has Virgil made hw Cauſe 
and the Effect, the Remedy and the Cure to 
correſpond with each other. The Ifluc of all is, 
after the Enumeration of theſe Symptons, that 


Eneas's Strength was immediately and entirely 
reſtored. 


| — Atque novae rediere in priſtina vires. 


This Effect was too unuſual and ſudden to- 
flow merely from a natural Cauſe : and there= 
fore is added to ſhew, that the Cure was mi- 
. raculous ; and fo we ſhall fee Tapis underſtands 
and e it to be withaut the leaſt Heſita- 
tion. 

He 


(4) 


He had been hitherto filent while the Ope- 
ration was going forward : 'nor could he indeed 
then have faid any thing but what was diſ- 


couraging. Now in a rapture he eries out. 


Arma citi properate viro— 
| ale: on 
Arms, and the Man who had now recover'd 
his Strength to weild them, are Terms ſuited 
to each other: they are thoſe, by which Virgil 
opens his uneid, and includes in them the 
whole Subject of it. He there uſes them in his 
own Perſon, and now, when the Action draws 
to a cloſe, he puts them again into the Mouth 


of his favourite Phyſician, who thus proceeds. 
— Quid flatis? Iapis 


Conclamat, primuſque animos accendit in hoſtes- 
Non haec humanis opibus, non arte magiſtra 
Proveninut, neque te, Enea, mea dextera ſervat: 


Major agit Deus, atque opera ad majora remiitit. 


From theſe few Words and this ſhort Ac- 
count of his Behaviuour many things may be 
obſerv'd to his Advantage, which Virgil with a 
maſterly Hand has either expreſs d or _ 
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ted in order to raiſe the Character of Tapis, 
and render it every voy amiable and venerable. i 


His publick Spirit, his Zeal for Abe; 8 Sale 
and Affection for his Cauſe are here apparent. 
What can declare them more, than the abrupt 


manner of his entring on this honeſt and beau- 
tiful Expottulations "ES 


He "Ta not to congratulate his great Patient 
ypon the Cure, or to receive the Congratula- 
tions of others: his Concern is on! 1ſt any 
Moment {ſhould be | loſt ; and therefore he ad- 
dreſſes himſelf immediatel to the Crowd, and 
reproaches the delay of thoſe, who ſtupidly look'd 
on, and forbore to "ns the Hero his Armour. 
Intent upon the Common. Good, and puſh'd by 
| a ſtrong Impulſe, he neglects little Decencies, 
and forgetting his Profeſſion, is the firſt to en- 
courage the  drooping Soldiers, and to warm 


them into a Deſire of renewing the Com- 
bat. 


——Primuſque animos accendit in hoſtes. 


Virgil plainly intended by this Account to 
tell us, that he was no leſs a good Patriot, 
than an excellent Phyſician. ppt 


E ; 2:20 "I 


( 26 } 


His Modeſty, Probity, ant Piety appear at 


the fame time to us. He diſclaims all pre- 


tences to Merit in this Cure: he denies that 
Art in general, or that his Art 21 
did or could perform it. 


Wen haec bumanis pid, nom arte magiſtra- 
Proveniunt, neque te, Ainea, mea dextera ſervat : 


He acknowledges the Interpoſition of a Di- 
vine Power, without which all his own In- 
duftry and Skill had been fruitleſs ; and having 
by this means ſhewn his Maſter to be the im- 
mediate Care of Providence, he fears not to 
promiſe him and his Army Succeſs in the ap- 
proaching Engagement. The Divinity that ſup- 
plyd the Means, he was ſure, would accom- 
pliſh the Work; and therefore is ſo far from be- 
ing alarm'd at the new Dangers which Aneas 
might run, that he puſhes him anew into * 
midſt of them. 


Major agit Deus, argue opera ad majora re- 


mittit. 


This i is painting to the Life, tho” in Miniature; 


every Stroke of the Pencil diſcovers ſome new Fea- 
_ OO * 
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ture, ſomething particularly beautiful in the Perſon 
intended to be drawn. Apollo, Virgil had told 
us, beſtow'd ori ginally on Tapis three 4 
which he excell'd. 


Augurium, citharamque dedit, celereſque ſagittas. 
Tho' Iapis had intermitted the Study of thoſe 

Arts to purſue that of Medicine; yet ſtill we 
| find him , poſieſs'd of the two firſt at leaft, and 
exerting them here in a very remarkable man- 
ner. "Els Skill in Divination (Augurium) ma- 
nifeſts itſelf by his firſt lighting on the Cauſe 
of neas's Cure, and then foretelling the Event 
of it. His Talent for Poetry and Muſick, which 
the Word Cithara implies, Virgil has taken care 
to ſecure to him, by thoſe fine Lines he makes him 
utter-on this Occaſion, which are as juſt and nu- 
merous as any in the Aeid. And as — — Know- 
ledge of the Celeres Sagitte, there is, methinks, 
ſome little Reference, ſome Alluſion to that Gift 
in the very Nature of the Operation, about which 


he is employ'd. So that the Poet forgets not in the 
Concluſion of this little Epiſode (if I may 6 
call it) what he had ſaid at the Entrance of 
it. His Account of Japis is throughout con- 
ſiltent and of a piece. And I may, after this 
particular Examination of it, now fafely TR 
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to Men of Judgment and Taſte, whether what 
T laid down concerning the Character of Tapis 
be not true. That it is eertainly one of the 
moſt moral, beautiful. and perfe& that occurs 
throughout the Poem; and conſequently muſt 
have been deſign d to repreſent ſome Phyſician 
of Note, with whom Virgil was particularly 
acquainted ; and who- could that be but An- 
tonius Muſa?” Happy he was to be acquainted 
with ſuch a Poet and ſuch a Friend, who knew 
his Worth, and did fuch Juſtice to it, that F 
perſuade myſelf,” if Muſa outlivd Virgil and 
the Edition of his Poem, (as I think he did) 
he valued himſelf more upon theſe Verſes of 
his, than upon all- the Liberalities of Auguſtus. 


An Endeavour to ſet this Point in a true 
Light, was the real occaſion of what I have 
written; wherein J have alſo intermix d Re- 
flections of a different kind as they occurr'd, 
and as I judg d them uſeful to illuſtrate the 
Art and Conduct of Virgil in managing this 
Incident. Some of theſe Reflections will, per- 
haps, be thought too refin'd; and rather fancyful 
than juſt. I am apt to think them ſo myſelf, 
and that I have here and there indulg'd' my 
Paſſion for Virgil, and aſcrib'd to him —_ 
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than he expreſſly intended. A v donable 
Fault in his ens. and N are 
ſure to omit ten Obſervations, that might be made 
to his Advantage, for any one which they ſtart, 
that does not ſtrictly belong to him. How- 
ever, moſt of the Thoughts I advance, have, if 
I miſtake not, a real and ſolid Foundation. Such 
as they are, they have offer'd themſelves to me 

without the help of Books, of which I am not 
now Maſter ; and if I were, thould, perhaps, 


have choſen not to conſult them; being per- 


fuaded, that the Text of great Authors well 
confider'd, is always the beſt Comment on itſelf, 
and affords the trueſt Light towards entering 
into the Senſe *and Spirit of them. 


The Contemners of the Ancients take more 
Pains to cenſure than underſtand them. Such 
Reflections as theſe, if well grounded, may con- 
tribute to give them juſter Notions than they 
have, of the Exactneſs and Propriety of Virgil's 
Thoughts and Expreſſions, and lead them to per- 
uſe his Works with more Attention and Rever- 
ence than they uſually beſtow upon them. For 
certainly he was a Man, who with a noble Am- 
bition aim'd at Immortality, and took the trueſt 
ways to compaſs it. He had always. in his = 

at. 
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that Important Advice of Longinus, given to 
thoſe' Writers who deſire to excel. That they 


ſhould frequently | aſk themſelves the Queſtion, 
Ts 0 per” eps anne al, How will Ages to come 
think and ſpeak of me? In this Spirit, and with 
this View he writ his Zzeid. Had he given it 
his laſt Hand, it would, I am perſuaded, have 


been the nobleſt Work, that the Mind of Man 
by its natural Powers (not only did ever produce, 


for ſuch it now is, but is) capable of producing. 
That is not the Caſe, for he died before he 
could finiſh it, and laid that Diſappointment fo 
much to Heart, as to endeavour to deſtroy what 
did not anſwer the Idea of Perfection he had 
conceivd There is no room to diſpute this 
Fact; the Authorities for it, are beyond Exception, 
and it gives us an higher Notion of Virgil, 
than even his Poem can furniſh us with; ſince 
it was, doubtleſs, a greater Proof of his. ſuperior 
Judgment and Genius to reſolve to burn what 
he had written, becauſe he held it imperfect, 


than to have been able to compoſe it. We 


are beholden to FVarius and Tucca that this Re- 
ſolution was not executed; and Poſterity ought 
ever to be grateful to their Memory on that 
Account. What they writ themſelves is loſt, 


and loſt, perhaps, by the ſurpaſſing mn 
, | S 
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the Poem which they preſerved, and by the 
extraordinary Praiſes, which they themſelves, (whoſe 


Judgment was then held in high n with- 
out Envy beſtow'd upon it. 


Hoy different has the Fate of Vi. 17 been 
ni dur days! When Men have try ' d Re- 
putation 6 the Ruin of his; and by finding 
Faults with his matchleſs Work, to CE way 
for the Reception of their own infipid Perfor- 
mances. The ill Succeſs of the attempt will 
not, I believe, tempt others to renew it. Theſe, 
T hope, may be the laſt Efforts, that Ignorance 
and want of Tafte will make on the Characters 
of Men, whom the univerſal Applauſe of ſo ma- 
ay ſucceeding Ages has put beyond the reach. 
our Cenſure, and whom it will ever be our 
Happineſs to admire, and our Glory to imitate. 


Haec ego laſi 
1 Ad Sequanae ripas, Tumeſino a flumine lounge 
Jen ſenior, e fed ipſa 1 in morte 


meorum 
Quo colui, Patriaeque memor, nec e uf 
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